ACTION ITEM #1  - Background Checks for Judges 
Rationale: After back and forth earlier this year when the USOPC background check policy came down (below), we informed the judges’ committees for each SD of the pending change which would require all judges to be background screened to comply with the new policy. HQ did additional research and asked the USOPC if USA-WSWS could model their policy after that of US Speedskating which only required background checks for judges for “appointed or assigned” competitions and not local or regional ones. USA-WSWS judges who learned of the pending change also expressed their concern of having to do a background check and pay $30 to simply volunteer their time and just “count buoys.” We are hopeful the below suggestion will ease the burden on judges yet still comply with the new policy. 

USOPC Background Screen Policy 
"Responsible Sport Organization employees and individuals the Responsible Sport Organization formally authorizes, approves or appoints to (a) serve in a position of authority over or (b) have regular contact with athletes. This shall include, but is not limited to, Responsible Sport Organization staff, officials, coaches, board members, coordinators, local affiliated administrator/directors, trainers, independent contractors, volunteers, medical personnel, and other individuals authorized or nominated by the Responsible Sport Organization to work with athletes or other sport participants while at a Responsible Sport Organization Training Site or competition event to which the Responsible Sport Organization sends athletes."

From USOPC regarding our request to have just National level appointed judges be subject to background screen:
As is noted in the above(I(a)), this requirements restricted to individuals authorized, approved or appointed by the NGB.  For events that another body (such as an LOC) appoints people, the background check policy would not apply.  I can’t speak for other requirements that may exist with the Center for Safe Sport etc., but in terms of the background check requirements, I can let you know that this requirement is restricted to those events/competitions to which you appoint or approve personnel (officials in the case of your question).

What needs to be done: Add the words “who are appointed or assigned to work National Championship and/or IWWF sanctioned events in their respective sports discipline” to the section on who needs to be background screened in the P&P (pg. 88) and within the Safe Sport Handbook. 

USA-WSWS judges that are 18 and older who are appointed or assigned to work National Championship and/or IWWF sanctioned events in their respective sports discipline 

Note: USA-WSWS will cover the cost of the background screening for these judges. Sports Disciplines will share the list judges with USA-WSWS prior to the event and USA-WSWS will ensure each judge is background screened and Safe Sport trained. 

 
ACTION ITEM #2 - Safe Sport Training Clarification 
Rationale: According to AWSA, close to half of their clubs are made up of members who do not compete in tournaments or events, but just sanction practices to ski with their fellow adult club members. The intent of Safe Sport training is for those adults who have “regular contact” with minors or are around minors at tournaments or other events.

What needs to be done: Clarify that only competitive members, other than members of NSSA (National Show Ski Association) where all members have regular contact with a minor, are required to do Safe Sport training as a part of USA-WSWS membership. Competitive members are defined as those that participate in sanctioned tournaments/events other than practice. Registrars/scorers at these events will be responsible for quality control in association with the LOC to ensure all competitors are Safe Sport trained. We hope the below clarification will satisfy the subset of members who ski but have no contact with minors. Note the other categories such as those with regular contact with a minor, coaches, instructors, officials and boards of directors are still required to do the training as part of membership. 
 
Safe Sport Training 
1. Required
0. All NSSA members (per the Safe Sport code with regular contact with a minor)
0. USA-WSWS staff, coaches, instructors, officials (judges, drivers, safety, scorers, announcers, etc.), National Team members and Sport Discipline boards of directors
0. Adult members wanting to participate/work in a sanctioned tournament 
 
1. Not Required
1. Club members from any Sport Discipline other than NSSA, who have no interest competing in a tournament or other event (other than a sanctioned club practice with other adult members). Only members with a “Current” membership status would be eligible to compete in events. For those members not interested in competing, Safe Sport training is highly recommended but not required.
 
Update pg. 90 in the P&P and within Safe Sport Handbook on who needs to be SS trained:

· All USA-WSWS active members 18 years old and older who compete in sanctioned tournaments or events;

The other elements of this section do not need to be changed, only the first bullet above.
· Adult Participants who have regular contact with any amateur athlete or other
Participant who is a minor;
· Adult Participants who have authority over any amateur athlete or other Participant
who is a minor;
· Adult Participants who are USA-WSWS or USA-WSWS club employees or board
members.
